The adenoid cystic carcinoma. Special aspects of its growth and therapy.
In spite of its rare incidence the adenoid cystic carcinoma must be treated with respect because of its hidden malignant character. In 5 out of 21 patients recurrences occurred much longer than 5 years after the first operation. The extension of this tumour along branches of the trigeminal nerve could be well demonstrated in 7 of our patients where we were able to produce histological proof or radiographic evidence. The theory of tumour growth along the "tissue of least resistance" is illustrated by a special case report. As for the therapy, ultra-radical surgery has proved to be the most effective so far, whereas radio- or chemotherapy were only useful as palliative measures.